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Goals + Context 
False Creek South is undergoing a rethink. RAIC-Architecture Canada + Museum of 
Vancouver’s Built City Speaker Series is hosting a Mini-Charrette, exploring the cost trade-
offs of affordable housing and the tools to create social connectedness through urban design. 
Experts in creating non-subsidized affordable housing and urban designer will lead hands-on, 
design-based, problem solving charrette workshop tables, including what transit oriented 
development (TOD) might look like with a possible streetcar line.   
 
Thought Leader, Built City Speaker Series, Gloria Venczel, MRAIC from RAIC-Architecture 
Canada will facilitate the Saturday afternoon workshop with markers, maps, tracing paper and 
proforma calculators, opening up the black box of finance. Participants will look at what the 
comparative cost + saving levers could be for creating affordable housing for the “missing 
middle” and how different forms of housing tenure can help.  
 
RAIC-Architecture Canada + False Creek South Connection 
The Chair the RePlan False Creek South Community Planning Group, Graham McGarva, 
FRAIC, urbanist, has initiated this mini-charrette with the RAIC-Architecture Canada –
MetroVancouver Chapter to contribute to the City dialogue on  financial models for non-
subsidized affordable housing, as well as the importance of urban design/social 
connectedness of affordable housing to the neighbourhood fabric.    
 
This mini-charrette aims to be a launching pad of information leading to action.   
It aims to support groups within the community seeking to collaborate in the enabling of non-
subsidized affordable housing in Metro Vancouver.  
 
 
 



                                                             
          

What is a Mini-Charrette? TOD? 
A charrette is a design-based problem solving, interactive workshop where professionals and 
a variety of stakeholders work together on a particular range of issues in a neighbourhood. It 
is also a tool for enhancing stakeholder capacity and urban planning “literacy.”  
 
TOD means Transit Oriented Development. TOD can also mean innovation in affordable 
housing as there would be justification reducing or eliminating the need for underground 
parking as parking stalls cost about $40,000 per stall. In TOD, public transportation options 
could be at your door step or at a 5-20 minute walk. At-grade public transportation like a 
streetcar or bus can have a strong urban design component, creating social connectedness 
and “eyes-on-the-street”.     
 
 
Exploring City-owned sites along the 6th Avenue rail corridor, provides the opportunity to 
provide inputs for the City’s long term planning for infill on its Lands in False Creek South, and 
the long term sustainability of the expanded False Creek community. The City is aiming to 
implement a streetcar, and two options for the alignment are to move either north or south 
towards Lameys Mill Road or 6th Avenue, creating potential buildable property lots along the 
“former rail line” for non-subsidized affordable housing. Please see handout map. 
  

This mini-charrette will cover a thin slice of False Creek South issues, as a means of 
exploring city-wide ‘missing middle” tools for affordability.  Specific focus will be on the 
opportunities of alternative finance models (ie, self-financing in terms of future residents, 
church sites w/o land costs etc.) , the housing form (ie, missing middle options) and other 
types of housing tenures (ie, co-operative housing, rental housing etc.).  
 
Participants will have a chance to problem solve with non-profit organizations currently 
creating non-subsidized affordable housing without subsidies and explore the financial side of 
what makes this possible, as well as discover the architectural and urban design (social 
connectedness) implications. Social connectedness is more than open space parks- it is 
building edge programming/ architectural streetscapes that create vibrant, everyday use 
“public living room” experiences that enhance the “eyes-on-the street” neighbourhood identity.  
 
Affordable housing should fit seamlessly into the neighbourhood context.  
 
Outcome 
The results of this mini-charrette will be written up/sketched up as part of the presentation to 
the larger group. The outcome of this iterative workshop will be forwarded to City planners 
involved with the False Creek South Planning Study. 
 
 
 
 


