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Welcome to c̓əsnaʔəm: the city before the city. Explore this exhibition and discover 

the story of cesna?em, an ancient Musqueam village which existed on the Fraser 

River long before Vancouver was founded.  

 

Become a MOV Detective and gather clues to figure out what special object was 
used to create many of the tools used by the Musqueam people. As you explore, 
answer questions and collect word clues needed to solve the word puzzle.  
A circled letter from each word clue is needed to spell the name of the special 
object.  

 

 Clue #1 
What is c̓esnaʔəm:? 

An ancient Musqueam   _ _ _ _       _ _   

              

Clue #2 

Find the charcoal 

Read the text panel above. The objects in this exhibit are not referred to as ‘artefacts ’. 
What word is used to name them? 

      _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    
 
 

 Clue #3 
Find the matching panel “Catching the big one’’. 

What fish was caught using a harpoon?  

_ _ _       _ _ _ _             

 



 

Clue #4 

Find the Panel “Some tools, new materials’’. What ancient tool was used to make holes? 

        _ _   
 
 

Clue #5 

Find the Musqueam alphabet in henqueminem (hən’q’əmin’əm’). 

What does the letter q ̓ represent? 

        _ _ _  
 

 

Clue #6 
What are many of the tools in the exhibit made of? 

Stone, shell and   _ _ _           
 
 

Clue #7 
What was the inner bark of cedar trees used for? 

Twines and           _ _ _ _    
 

Answer:         
 Clue #       1        2           3            4           5            6           7           

 

Extra activity 

The story of the two-headed serpent:  

From generation to generation, the Musqueam people learn the story of a two-headed serpent, 

qwexweqs, a supernatural creature that wound and twisted its way from the Camosun Bog to 

the Fraser River, marking the landscape and vegetation along its way. The tail of the serpent is 

now known as the Musqueam Creek, and the people living in that area, as the Musqueam. Both 

natural and supernatural beings inhabit their home and land which is marked by significant and 

sacred sites. 
 

Watch the two-headed serpent, qwexweqs, animation. 

What creature would you choose for your family story? __________________________ 


