
  
 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
VANCOUVER MUSEUM SOCIETY 

 
 

Wednesday, June 27, 2018 
MOV Studio, Museum of Vancouver 

1100 Chestnut Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia V6J 3J9 

 
PRESENT: (see attached “Schedule A”) 
 
1.   CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm.   Joan Young, Chair of the Vancouver Museum 
Society, chaired the meeting. Mary Reynolds was the Recording Secretary.  
 
Joan Young acknowledged that the Museum sits on the unceded territories of the 
Musqueam, Tseil-Waututh and Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Nations, at the site of the ancestral Village of 
Sen̓áḵw. Members of the Society were welcomed and thanked for their attendance.  
 

 
2.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

UPON MOTION duly made by Mark Virgin, and seconded by Linda Morris, the agenda 
for the Annual General Meeting of June 27, 2018 was approved and the Motion was 
carried. 
 

 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – June 20, 2017 
 

UPON MOTION duly made by Eddy Adra and seconded by Mark Virgin, that the Minutes 
of the Annual General Meeting of June 20, 2017 be approved as presented. The Motion 
was carried.  
 
 

4.   RESOLUTION – Number of Directors 
Mark Virgin, Chair of the Governance Committee, reviewed the rationale for the proposed 
resolution to change the number of Directors from the current minimum of nine to a 
maximum of fifteen to allow a minimum of nine to a maximum of eighteen. 

 
UPON MOTION duly made by Mark Virgin, and seconded by Virginia Weiler, that the 
number of Directors be fixed at not less than nine and not more than eighteen in the 
Society’s ByLaws, 4.02 (a).  The Motion was carried. 
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5.   REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

Joan Young reported that 2017 was a pivotal year in the renewal process of the Museum.  
She noted the recruitment of new Board members and the strong Board committees and 
working groups that are in place to support the goals of the Museum.  She reported that the 
relationship with the City of Vancouver is positive and that Vancity has joined the MOV and 
the City of Vancouver as ‘Partners in Reconciliation’.  The Financial Year ended with the 
Museum having a positive net income and she projected that this trend will continue.  She 
noted that the 2017 exhibitions, Unbelievable, City on Edge, and the Vienna Housing Model 
all provided an increase in attendance.   The year was one of change with Mike Mallen 
stepping in as interim CEO until the addition of Maura Vescera in early 2018.  She thanked 
the executive team for their excellent work and support during a transition year.  She 
thanked all the Board members for their time and commitment, particularly Jill Tipping, the 
outgoing Chair, and also Mary Lou Gazeley and Raymond Greenwood for their time on the 
Board.  Additionally she thanked all the Museum supporters for their attendance, donations, 
and volunteerism. 
 

      
6.   ANNUAL REPORT – MAURO VESCERA, CEO 

Mauro Vescera thanked the MOV team for welcoming him and supporting him in his new 
role as CEO that began in February 2018.  He reported on a number of plans for moving 
forward that build on the assets and strengths of the Museum that are already in place.  He 
noted a number of new partnerships and collaborations that are either already underway, or 
in the works.  A positive trend in memberships was also reported.  An increased social 
media presence along with more focus on the digital side will be used to tell the Museum’s 
story that reflects the cultural fabric of the city.  The Museum will continue to respect the 
path it has been on, while engaging with the present, so as to be culturally vibrant and 
financially viable.   
 
 

7. AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Eddy Adra, Treasurer for the Vancouver Museum Society, and a Chartered Professional 
Accountant, presented the circulated Audited Financial Statements for the year ending 
December 31, 2017.  The Financial Statements were prepared by the accounting firm, 
Rolfe, Benson LLP. The auditors reported that this was a clean audit which means that the 
Financial Statements presented are a fair and accurate picture and that they comply with 
accepted accounting principles.  
 
The Statement of Operations indicates that the overall result for 2017 was an excess of 
revenues over expenses in the amount of $42,982 compared to a deficiency of revenue over 
expenses in 2016 of $ -37,427.   He noted this is very positive for the Museum as for a 
number of years operations have been in a negative position.   The Statement of Financial 
Position shows that liabilities continue to exceed the assets resulting in a net financial 
balance of $ -406,552.  This result is an improvement over 2016 where the net financial 
position was $ -449,534.   It was noted that the Note 1(b), Continuing Operations has been 
included in the Audited Statements for a number of years due to years of deficit.  It is 
anticipated that the Museum will continue in a positive financial direction and that over the 
next several years that this note will no longer be necessary.   Note 7, the Loan Payable to 
the City of Vancouver was reviewed.   It was reported that Management and the Board are 
working collaboratively with the City to remove the loan.  He noted that no donations will be 
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used to pay down this debt.     Finally, Note 14 was reviewed noting that the Directors of the 
Vancouver Museum Society are all volunteers and receive no remuneration. 
 

UPON MOTION duly made by Mark Virgin, and seconded by Hugh Bulmer, that the 
Audited Financial Statements as prepared by Rolfe Benson LLP be approved as 
circulated.  The Motion was carried. 

 
 
8.   APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS 
  

UPON MOTION duly made by Linda Morris, and seconded by Hugh Bulmer that the firm 
of Rolfe, Benson LLP Chartered Professional Accountants be appointed as auditors for 
the year 2018.  The Motion was carried. 

 
 

9.   ELECTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mark Virgin reported that the following nominated individuals were elected by acclamation to 
the Board of the Vancouver Museum Society for a two year term: Christina Clarke, Janice 
George, Melissa Holland, Leona Sparrow, Karen Thomas, and Joan Young.    
 
 

10. OTHER BUSINESS 
      There was no additional business and no questions from the floor. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 

 
  

 
 

 
 
JOAN YOUNG      MARY REYNOLDS 
 
 
_____________________________________ _________________________________ 
Joan Young, Chair                Mary Reynolds, Recording Secretary 
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Appendix A – Members in Attendance at VMS Annual General Meeting – June 27, 2018 
 

Adra Eddy 
Bains Ray 
Berry Janet 
Blenkhorn Roger 
Blenkhorn Jane 
Bulmer Hugh 
Clarke Christina 
Gee Jennifer 
George Janice 
Gordon Heather 
Holland Melissa 
Johnson Gail 
Lane Elizabeth  
MacLean Lonnie 
Mallen Mike 
Morris Linda 
Mushet Maria 
Nichols Wendy 
Norfolk Anthony 
Reynolds Mary 
Sexsmith Shirley 
Thomas Karen 
Virgin Mark 
Wadsworth Richard 
Weiler Virginia 
Wyness Anne 
Young Joan 

 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 


